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Research justification

The manuscript was conceived out of the need to centre African epistemologies
deliberately and unapologetically into scholarship. It is among the numerous
contributions that respond to the marginalisation of indigenous knowledges in the
curricula. What sets it apart from previous contributions is its demonstration of how
African epistemologies could feature in both scholarship and the curriculum. It draws
from indigenous languages and indigenous cultural practices to make a case for
human and social sciences that draw from the socio-cultural context of the land.
African knowledge is yet to make a full contribution in spaces of learning because
of the disciplinary boundaries founded on Western separatist logic. From an
African epistemology, knowledge is interconnected because of the cosmological
understanding that the universe is one entity. Bringing African knowledge into the
academy requires a concerted effort to bring it of its own accord. There have been
commendable efforts by scholars in South Africa to bring African knowledge into
higher education in ways that do not alter or re-shape this knowledge to suit the
dominant Euro-American script, and the aim of this book is to showcase such efforts.

This book presents a corpus of original work. Each chapter explores the authors’
organic ideas, exploring ideas that have not been advanced before. Instead of
focusing on decolonisation as a form of resistance, the authors illustrate the concept
of decolonial praxis, showcasing how decolonisation is done in specific disciplines
within the social sciences.

This book will contribute in the fields of decolonisation and re-Africanisation
discourses. It does not only provide a critique of colonial philosophies in various
disciplines in human sciences, but it also provides African philosophies. This is a
major stride in the development of decolonial and Africanised curricula. It provides
clear direction on how disciplines such as psychology, sociology, anthropology and
the arts could be viewed from African ontological and epistemological standpoints.
Furthermore, the book also addresses issues of decolonial pedagogy, meaning
what it means to teach and learn from an African perspective.

The chapters in this book applied both conceptual and empirical methodological
frameworks. Conceptual chapters draw from an African worldview to bring forth
African epistemologies, while the empirical chapters use qualitative research design
to explore perspectives about various aspects of education and the marginalisation
of African voices and experiences.

We confirm that Chapters 2, 4 and 8 represent more than 50% substantial
reworking of the awarded MA and PhD studies from which they draw. We would like
to declare that this manuscript represents the authors’ original ideas. Any idea
taken from an external source is properly referenced. Appropriate permission has
been sought and granted for works that appear in previous publications.

This book is designed for an academic audience. It comprises scholarly texts
that are both multi- and transdisciplinary in nature. Scholars from various fields of
human and social sciences will find the book useful. The specific areas of focus are
education, sociology, psychology, anthropology, languages and the arts.

Zethu Cakata, Department of Psychology, Faculty of Human Sciences, University of
South Africa, Pretoria, South Africa.
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Preface

Mogobe B Ramose

Department of Clinical Psychology,

Faculty of Health Sciences, Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University,
Pretoria, South Africa

The reader might be struck by the fact that the title of the book makes use
of a rather unusual language. Why is the title in English not sufficient?
Surely it is routinely accepted that the title may be in English, French,
Portuguese or Spanish? Why the deviation from this apparently unshakeable
norm? The puzzle becomes even more complex when one observes that
the sequence in the book title is the unusual language first, followed by
English.

The questions posed here and the sequence in the book title already
describe and define both the character and the intention of the book. The
table of contents reveals that the majority of the contributors of chapters
to the book either have names justifying the assumption that the authors
are of ‘African’ origin, indigenous to the continent from time immemorial,
or are the descendants of slaves uprooted forcibly out of ‘Africa’ during the
ethically unjustifiable trans-Atlantic slave trade. Such is the description of
the contributors of chapters to this book. The description also applies to
the editors of the book.

The unusual language appearing in the book’s title is isiZulu, one of the
vernaculars of the indigenous peoples of ‘Africa’ from time immemorial. It
is the language spoken by the AmaZulu. The language is classified as
belonging to the Nguni groups, under the broad umbrella of the Bantu
languages of ‘Africa’. It appears first in the sequence of the title of the book
because the majority of the contributors appear to be ‘African’ when one
sees them in person. Although appearances sometimes deceive, in this
case, there is only very little room for deception concerning the identity of
the majority contributors as ‘African’ or being the descendants of slaves
forced out of ‘Africa’ during the ethically unjustifiable trans-Atlantic slave
trade.

The language is unusual only for those who imagine that the indigenous
peoples of ‘Africa’ have no languages of their own. Such an imagination is
either an unconscious or deliberate denial of the right of the peoples of
‘Africa’ to exist and to reason. Actually, precision demands, at the risk of
being clumsy in English, the deletion of ‘and’, stating that the indigenous
peoples of ‘Africa’ have, from time immemorial, also had a complete, equal
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and perfect right to exist-reason. Body language and the spoken and
written word are the different ways in which this right manifests itself. So,
it is an ontological delusion to imagine that the indigenous peoples of
‘Africa’ from time immemorial have no languages of their own.

Through her voice much better than John Keats’ poem ‘Ode to a
Nightingale’ (1819), Miriam Makeba, a black female artist hailing from
‘Xhosaland’, introduced isiXhosa to international audiences through her
songs. IsiXhosa, then, is a usual global language not only to the ears but
also the eyes of those who care to study it even outside of Makeba’s country
of origin. The struggle for the retention, continuation and use of one’s own
language is well-known globally. In South Africa, it is exemplified by the
Afrikaanse Taalmonument (‘Afrikaans Language Monument’), erected in
1975 on the Paarl mountain in the Winelands district of the Western Cape
province in South Africa in memory of the successful Afrikaner struggle for
linguistic equality between Afrikaans, Dutch and English.

Azibuye is a concept that belongs to the Nguni language group. It has a
distinct tone of command, defiance, protest, resistance and affirmation.
For this reason, it must be written with an exclamation mark: Azibuye! It
means ‘Let them return! We want them back!. One does not demand the
return of that which one never owned. To concede this is to understand
that Azibuye! is the assertion of the demand for the restoration of that
which was lost unfairly. Attention must be given to the suffix [-buye], the
jussive mood of ukubuyisa [to return] and the link between Azibuye! and
Mayi-buye Afrika! The former is plural, referring to many things that ought
to be returned. The latter is singular and specific. It is the ethical demand
for the return of ‘Africa’ to its rightful, original owners, its indigenous
peoples from time immemorial.

The conceptual convergence of the two [buyes] is, at the same time, the
coincidence of the historical experience of losing - without ethical
justification - that which belongs to one in the collective sense. It is thus an
ethical demand for the return of the land - unencumbered sovereign title
to territory, not ‘land reform’ - to its original rightful owners from time
immemorial. Given the indigenous ‘African’ people’s right to exist-reason,
the demand extends to the recovery and reaffirmation of their ways of
knowing and doing, their epistemologies. Hence, the title in English:
Reclaiming our space and centring our knowledge. But to whom is this
ethical demand addressed?

The addressee is the Romans who occupied the Northern region of
what they called ‘Africa’ for more than 600 years. In calling this region
‘Africa’, the Romans arrogated unilaterally unto themselves the power to
give a name to the region. | have used the name ‘Africa’ in quotation marks
up to this point in order to suggest that it is an ethical imperative to
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challenge the putative right of the Romans to unilaterally give the name to
that region. Scholars such as Ali A Mazrui of Kenya have done so. He
concluded his challenge by stating that he would use the name ‘Africa’
‘under protest’, and so do I. The authors and editors will henceforth use it
without quotation marks.

Following the Romans, the addressee in 1455 is also Romanus Pontifex,
the papal bull of Pope Nicholas V. This papal bull, Dum Diversas, was issued
to King Alfonso V of Portugal on 18 June 1452. It gave King Alfonso V of
Portugal ownership of and lordship over Africa, on the premise that such a
divine gift of land required neither the prior knowledge nor the consent of
the indigenous peoples, the original rightful owners of the land from time
immemorial. The papal bull is an integral part of the context within which
the voyages of both the Portuguese navigators Bartolomeu Dias (also
called Bartholomew Diaz) and Vasco da Gama were undertaken. In late
December 1497, Vasco da Gama named the anchored region ‘Natal’, called
by the same name to date in South Africa. By the time the Dutch navigator
and colonial administrator of the Dutch East India Company, Jan van
Riebeeck, settled in the ‘Cape of Good Hope’ in early 1652, injustice was
already committed on and in Africa.

With its sanction of the ethically unjustifiable violence of colonisation,
Romanus Pontifex complemented the initial injustice committed by the
Romans on and in Africa. Aside from the decolonisation of Africa being
accompanied only by political independence, the injustice on and against
Africa persists in the dual aspects of material and intellectual poverty. This
is the established order constructed by the Western colonial conqueror’s
exercise of the ethically questionable ‘right of conquest’. The chapters in
this book may be construed as a challenge to this persisting injustice. They
are arguments for epistemic and social justice because of the indigenous
peoples in South Africa who were conquered in the unjust wars of
colonisation.

The chapters are multiple and varied in their perspectives. It is hoped
that both the strengths and weaknesses of each chapter will advance the
cause of epistemic and social justice precisely by inviting either
commendation or censure. It is left to fellow scholarly readers to evaluate
each of them.
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The authors of this book exceptionally address key issues around the necessity of cultural
syntonic knowledge production for the reclamation, healing and future of African people. It is
also a prototype for the decolonisation of other colonised indigenous people. At the same time,
the case for returning to one’s own culture to provide quality education for students is
emphasised in various ways throughout this book.

It is made clear that formal education - the institution primarily responsible for socialising
members of society into the worldview, values and practices of the dominant social order -
functions to maintain the status quo. Educational institutions in service of the perpetuation of
colonialism or neo-colonialism are central to implementing systems of dehumanisation that
deprive indigenous people of their rich cultural inheritance, replacing it with misinformation
and negation of their identities and personhood.

Azibuye emasisweni: Reclaiming our space and centring our knowledge articulates the
problems with great detail and clarity, as well as the essential methods for correction and
healing strategies. Utilising South Africa’s common languages and cultural traditions, this book
presents a model that could also serve the most oppressed cultural groups across a series of
chapters, ancillary to providing the culturally embedded knowledge needed. Western
pedagogy and methodologies are not assumed to have applicability in African communities
due to the different ways of knowing and doing in these communities. The superior value and
erudite nature associated with indigenous African knowledge are reclaimed and given the
stellar placement it deserves. The purpose of this book is to serve researchers and scholars with
work that contributes to humanity as a whole.

Prof. Linda James Myers, College of Arts and Sciences
and College of Medicine, Ohio State University,
Columbus, Ohio, United States of America

o
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This book is a welcome contribution to thinking through the decolonial turn in both research
and teaching environments. Its respect for indigenous knowledge, worldviews and interests is
unique. The book is a must-read for scholars involved in research into decolonising knowledge

and practice.
Prof. Siphamandla Zondi, Department of Politics
and International Relations, Faculty of Humanities,
University of Johannesburg, Johanneshurg, South Africa
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